




Bradford's 15-acre
Ft. Lauderdale site

Bradford's workforce has grown to 180 skilled craftsmen with a

reputation for excellent service, and many in the industry refer to

the yard as an "institution." The staff is divided into 11 depart-

ments: painting, lifting, mechanical, welding, fiberglass, carpentry,

hydraulics, electrical, diesel, purchasing and dock master.

President Paul Engle took me on a tour earlier this year. Roughly

60 yachts measuring up to 170' were on hand, including the 156'

Palmer Johnson Anson Bell, and ! found it hard to believe there was

space for 20 more large yachts. "We'll be full in a few weeks," Engle

said. "We went through a slow time but things are picking up."

Everywhere !looked there were towering yachts and busy Brad-

ford workers. The paint department-headed by Phil Boyle-is the

largest division with 45 people. Hull finishing is carried out in the

eight paint sheds while state-of-the-art skimming machines

remove paint from the water surface.

Above: Dieter Cosman
Left: Bradford Grand Bahama



Right: Bradford
Marine's 300-ton

Syncrolift raises
137' Christensen

The 130' Fontainbleau 1/

was hauled in 1967

Giacomo Casavecchia, one of 22 skilled workers in the machine

shop, came to work at Bradford 14 years ago. Born in Italy,

Casavecchia had an extensive aerospace engineering career with

Boeing before he joined the Bradford team. "I love working here

because every day there is a new project," Casavecchia says,

standing in front of a new 30'Iathe purchased in Texas.

The carpentry department has 21 long-tenured workers, includ-

ing Tom Sanfilippo, who has worked at Bradford for almost 30

years. The fiberglass department was busy adding a new swim

platform to a 160-footer, one of their ongoing refit projects.

At 86, Cosman stays involved with Bradford, but he reserves time

for his scuba diving and shell-collecting hobbies. "Dieter is an

amazing gentleman with a lot of wisdom," said Engle, who has

been with Bradford for over 10 years. "He's very inspiring."

Janie 1/, a 135-

footer, gets ready
for new paint

BAHAMIAN MEGA-BOATYARD

When large megayacht construction exploded in the 1990S Brad-

ford began having trouble accommodating some vessels. "We

found that a 300-ton lift wasn't big enough," Engle says. "So we

started looking for a bigger yard but found nothing in Florida."

In 1997 Engle found a perfect site in Freeport Harbor on Grand

Bahama Island. Port Captain Mike O'Brien had been actively seek-

ing a yard to move onto the site and was instrumental with the red

tape-cutting. "It was a win-win situation for both of us," Engle

says.
After a 35-minute flight from Fort Lauderdale aboard Bradford's

Piper Navajo Chieftain-a trip some Bradford employees make

three times a week-I got a great view of the 50-acre site, with its

new green-and-white buildings. These have been going up fre-
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The 156' Anson Bell in the Bahamas

Anson Belf being fitted

with a swim platform at

Bradford Grand Bahama

quently on the property, which was covered with nothing but man-

groves only five years ago.

Headed by Dan Romence, Bradford Grand Bahama has the same

11 departments as its sister yard, but with a capacity for larger

yachts. A 1,200-ton dry dock can haul yachts up to 230' and a 150-

ton Travellift and a 30,ooo-ton dry dock are also on hand. Other

assets include a helipad, storage space, full-time security, an indus-

trial village, a captain and crew lounge and even a tiki bar, where

Cosman celebrated his 86th birthday with a junkanoo band.

This year Bradford formed partnerships with Florida Detroit

Diesel Allison and Larry Smith Electronics to provide onsite service,

and Engle is courting other related businesses to set up shop in the

Bahamas. "In Fort Lauderdale we take for granted that everything

is already there," Engle says. One added attraction for non-U.S.


